agreement with the reservation's Oglala Sioux under which tribal members are consulted about the fate of fossils found on their lands. But it was deemed to be insufficient, so discussions have begun with a view to including fossil discoveries in the park's new 20-year plan, says Rachel Benton, a palaeontologist with the park service. As geological formations there date to about 50 million years ago, the primary impact would be largely on mammal fossils, Benton says.
Although there was many a furrowed brow to be seen in front of Bradley's poster -which referred to "grave desecration" by pioneering scientific explorers -some palaeontologists saw advantages in his proposals. One such idea was to create tribal museums, where fossils from Native American lands could be displayed.
"It would be a great idea for teaching natural history to kids, " says Lawrence Flynn, an assistant director at Harvard University's Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Daniel Chaney, a palaeobiologist at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington DC, recalled that as a youth he worked with renowned collectors for the American Museum who would consult with tribal councils, often in the tribe's native language. "They always went to the landowner, " Chaney says. ■ Rex Dalton dais". He suggested that Buse be warned to stop, "with the punishment being that we will complain up his academic line". He added that a lawsuit could be "reserved for a later approach".
Yamada replied: "I think that there are two courses of action. One is to sue him for knowingly defaming our product even after we have set him straight as to the facts. The other is to launch a well-planned offensive on behalf of Avandia." Yamada recommended the latter.
In an interview with Nature last week, Yamada said that after receiving Claypool's e-mail he called Buse's boss "to be certain that he was a legitimate academic". He said that he was reassured to learn that Buse was "a qualified scientist making the best of the data that he had". A careful reading of the e-mails released by Grassley, Yamada added, shows that "I did not initiate any discussion of a lawsuit [against Buse]". He added: "Nor did I ever discuss a lawsuit with anybody else … I wouldn't want the media to think it's some diabolical plot hatched by me against Dr Buse, because nothing could be further from the truth." "I don't think that Dr Yamada is the bad guy in this story," Buse says. "He did his job and he did it in a fairly sensitive way." He adds that he didn't have a problem, then or now, with Yamada calling his chairman to check his credentials. "That wasn't the disturbing bit. The most disturbing part was the veiled threat of a lawsuit."
Buse said that the threat came from one of many other company officials who deluged him with phone calls -prompting him to write to Yamada, asking him to "call off the dogs".
■
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